Activity: Energy Forms and Conversions
Purpose 

Energy conversions are constantly occurring around us to transform one form of energy into another. In this activity you will learn about some of the most common forms and conversions.  These conversions change energy from one energy form to another in hopes to attain energy that is more useful to us. 
Procedure

1. Students will break into groups of three, each group going to one of the appropriate tables

2. Each table has an appliance or machine that shows a specific energy conversion. Students should fill out the table according to what they think is the correct starting and ending form of energy and the conversion process involved. A block diagram of each conversion should be drawn with forms and conversion process labeled.
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3. Each group will be asked to present one of the example conversions. 

4. Students should take notes on what the other groups present, in order to check their own answers. 
Discussion Questions

1. What is ‘usable’ energy?

2. Provide at least three examples of various forms of energy that are directly useful for human activities
3. Name 2 situations where an energy form is not useful?
4. What were the most common forms of energy encountered in the examples you observed?
5. What does it mean when we say that energy is ‘conserved’?

6. We often say that “energy is lost”.  Is this a scientifically correct explanation?  Explain your answer. 
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