
 

Some of the infrared radiation is 
absorbed and re-emitted in all 
directions by greenhouse gas 

molecules, further warming the lower 
atmosphere and the Earth’s surface. 

Some solar radiation is reflected by 
the Earth and the atmosphere. 

Most solar radiation is absorbed by 
the Earth’s surface, warming it. 

Source: Natalie Mach, Graduate Fellow, Integrated Teaching and Learning 
Program, College of Engineering, University of Colorado at Boulder, 2003

Air Pollution: Lesson 7 — The Greenhouse Effect Diagram 
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