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An Introduction to Air Quality Research Lesson—Vocabulary List  

Vocabulary List 
Fill in definitions for each term below. Save this list as a useful resource throughout the project. 

gas-phase pollutant:  

particulate matter:   

primary pollutant:  

secondary pollutant:  

organic compound:  

temperature inversion:  

greenhouse gas:  
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Pollutants 
carbon dioxide (CO2):  

nitrogen dioxide (NO2):  

volatile organic compound (VOC):  

hydrocarbon (HC):  

ozone (O3):  

carbon monoxide (CO): 

Air Quality Monitoring and Solutions 
monitoring technology: 

control technologies:  

mitigation: 


