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The Difference  
Between a Watch  
and a Warning

Tropical Storm Watch: Tropical 
storm conditions (sustained winds of 
39 to 73 mph) are possible in the speci-
fied coastal area within 48 hours. 
Tropical Storm Warning: Tropical 
storm conditions (sustained winds of 
39 to 73 mph) are expected somewhere 
in the specified coastal area within 36 
hours.
Hurricane Watch: Hurricane condi-
tions are possible within the specified 
coastal area, but tropical storm force 
winds may reach the coast within 48 
hours.  
Hurricane Warning: Hurricane con-
ditions are expected somewhere within 
the specified coastal area, but tropical 
storm force winds will arrive in less 
than 36 hours.  

Hurricane Intensity  
Ratings

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is used to rate a hur-
ricane’s present intensity. This scale 
ranges from 1 to 5 and uses wind speed 
to estimate potential property damage 
from a hurricane landfall.

Tropical Storm:  
Winds 39-73 mph

Damage is minimal, but scattered trees 

 � Buy a NOAA All-Hazards 
Weather Radio and test it weekly 
(Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-noon).

 � Discuss the types of disasters that 
could affect the family.

 � Determine if the home is located 
in a storm surge evacuation zone.

 � Identify a safe room in your home 
or a neighbor’s home.

 � Plan escape routes from your home 
and places to meet.

 � Know the location of a safe com-
munity shelter near your home. 

 � Have an out-of-state family   
member or friend you can stay 
with if necessary.

 � Have an emergency  plan for your 
pets.

 � Post emergency telephone  
numbers by your phone and make 
sure children know how and when 
to call 9-1-1.

 � Check your insurance coverage 
– flood damage is not usually  
covered by homeowners’ insurance.

and power lines may be damaged and 
brought down, resulting in some power 
outages. 

Category 1 Hurricane: 
Winds 74-95 mph

Porches and awnings may be damaged. 
Older homes may have roof damage. 
There may be more substantial damage 
to mobile homes and minor pier and 
boat damage. Unprotected windows 
may be broken by flying debris. Large 
tree branches may snap and shallow-
rooted trees can be toppled. Heavy 
damage is possible to power lines. 
Low-lying coastal roads will become 
inundated with water. 

Category 2 Hurricane: 
Winds 96-110 mph

Some damage to building roofs, 
doors and windows with considerable  
damage to mobile homes. Failure of 
awnings and screened-in enclosures 
will be common. Some large trees may 
be blown down. Extensive power out-
ages can be expected as well as coastal 
roads cut off by water. Major damage 
to piers and small boats could occur.

Category 3 Hurricane: 
Winds 111-130 mph

Some structural damage to small 
homes is likely. Major damage is likely 
to coastal structures, with minor to 

moderate damage possible for inland 
buildings. Nearly all mobile homes and 
older small homes could be destroyed. 
There will likely be major damage to 
large trees, fences and signs and exten-
sive power loss. Serious coastal flood-
ing is possible throughout the affected 
area. 

Category 4 Hurricane: 
131-155 mph

Total destruction of mobile homes will 
occur along with wall and roof structure 
failure on most small homes. Extensive 
damage is likely to doors, windows and 
roofing materials. Major damage or 
destruction of most coastal structures 
is possible. Severe damage will occur 
for inland structures and trees, shrubs, 
and signs may be blown down. Power 
outages may last for weeks or months. 
Major coastal erosion and flooding is 
possible.

Category 5 Hurricane: 
Winds 156+

Complete roof failure on homes and 
industrial buildings. Some complete 
building failures with extensive shatter-
ing of windows and doors. All signage, 
fences and awnings will be destroyed. 
Nearly all trees will be snapped or  
uprooted. Extensive coastal flooding 
and erosion will occur and power out-
ages may last months. Long-term wa-
ter shortages are possible.

 � Stock non-perishable emergency 
supplies and a disaster supply kit 
that should include:

 � A three-day supply of food and 
water, a change of clothing, a 
blanket or sleeping bag for each 
person and a first aid kit that 
includes medications.

 � Emergency tools: Battery-pow-
ered radio, flashlight and extra 
batteries, work gloves and a fire 
extinguisher.

 � Important family documents in 
a fire and waterproof container, 
an extra set of keys, credit card, 
and cash.

 � Replace batteries in your smoke 
detector and in your NOAA 
Weather Radio in the spring and 
fall when Daylight Saving Time 
changes.

 � Take first aid, CPR, and disaster 
preparedness classes through your 
local American Red Cross chapter.

 � Establish a personal support  
network of friends, family or 
neighbors who can assist you  
and get you to a safe place. 

 � Place emergency instructions 
on the refrigerator that include 
information on your medications, 
dosage amounts, necessary equip-
ment and emergency contacts. 

 � Register with local emergency 
management and fire departments

 � Carry with you at all times  

emergency health information. 
A medical alert tag or bracelet to 
identify your disablility can prove 
helpful.

 � Keep a flashlight, bell or  
whistle nearby to signal your  
whereabouts to others. 

 � Have an extra supply of medica-
tion in your emergency kit.

 � To create your online Family 
Disaster Plan, go to  
www.FloridaDisaster.org. 

Atlantic Hurricane Season: June 1 - November 30
GET A PLAN! at www.FloridaDisaster.org Get a Plan! Steps to Creating 

a Family Disaster Plan

Persons with disabilities often require additional assistance when 
preparing for a disaster. Here is a short list of tips for those with special needs:
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What is a Hurricane?

A hurricane is a low pressure system 
that generally forms in tropical waters. 
Hurricanes are often accompanied by 
powerful thunderstorms, heavy rain, 
strong winds, storm surge and torna-
does. Tropical systems are classified by 
wind speed in the following categories: 
Tropical Depression: An organized 
system of clouds and thunderstorms 
with a defined center of circulation and 
maximum sustained winds of 38 mph 
or less. 
Tropical Storm: An organized  
system of strong thunderstorms with a 
defined surface circulation and maxi-
mum winds of 39-73 mph.
Hurricane: An intense tropical 
weather system of strong thunder-
storms with a well-defined circulation 
and maximum sustained winds of 74 
mph or greater.


